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Blue Ocean
76:40

1-4 — Blue Ocean (17:10)

1- Zairean soukous beat - slow Cuban dance feel (3:22)
2- Playful - a little slower - Cuban dance feel (4:08)

3- Fast Zairean soukous beat (6:47)

4- [Recapitulation] - Cuban dance feel (2:50)

5-8 — String Quartet no.1 (18:59)

I- Rhytmically (3:11)

II- Cantabile {B8:34)

ll- California Coast: Setting and Rising Sun {(4:13)

V- Zairean soukous beat - slow Cuban dance feel (2:42)

9-11 — Swirl (11:03)

1- With Grace - Misterioso - Energetically (3:38)
2- Passionately - Ghostlike - Forcefully (2:43)
3- Fervently - Elegiac (5:10)

12-14 — String Quartet no.2 (13:04)

1- With tenderness and serenity - agitate (5:00)

2- Misterioso - with intensity (2:47)

3- Energetic, impassioned - with elation - with tenderness (5:08)

15-17 — Waves of Passion (15:47)

1- Risoluto - Misterioso - With Passion - With Elation - With Elegance and Sadness - Strutting (7:58)
2- Driving, Desperate - Dreamlike - Joyful, Triumphant (2:52)

3- Impassioned - With Fire - With Sadness and Resignation (4:50)
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A short biography of Jim Hiscott

Jim Hiscott was born in 1948 in 5t. Catharines, Ontario. In 1971, after earning a Master's Degree in
Theoretical Particle Physics, he switched to music compaosition, studying with Samuel Dolin at the
Royal Conservatory of Music and David Lidov and Richard Teitelbaurn at York University. He is the
recipient of the Creative Arts Award of the Canadian Federation of University Women, and a
Governor General's Medal. His compositions have been performed across North America, in Europe
and Asia by many artists including the Hilliard Ensemble, the St. Lawrence String Quartet, the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, the New Hamilton Orchestra,
Rivka Golani, Arraymusic, Philadelphia's Relache, and the Colorado College New Music Ensemble. Jim
Hiscott has been performing his own works for button accordion in chamber, orchestral, and solo
situations for the past two decades across Canada and in the United States. He has performed
several times as soloist in Dancing on Wings of Fire with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, as well
as in other pieces in the WSQ's Centara Corporation New Music Festival. He recently performed
Dancing on Wings of Fire with the Montreal Symphony Orchestra led by Marce Parisotto. He has also performed in the Vancouver
New Music Society series, Toronto's Big Squeeze Festival, and on the main stage of the Vancouver Folk Music Festival. His piece
You should not mourn, commissioned by the Hilliard Ensemble, has been performed by them around the world. He has been heard
regularly as composer and performer on the CBC Radio network. Recent premieres include Pilgrimage for orchestra, commissioned
by the Edmenton Symphony Orchestra; Waves of Passion for button accordion, cello, piano, and bass, commissioned by the Agassiz
Chamber Flayers, and Rhythm of Spring, commissioned by the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra. Jim Hiscott is Associate Composer
with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.

String Quartet no.1 {1992)

String Quartet no. 1 by Jim Hiscott is made up of three interconnected movements plus a coda, revolving around a D major
modality. The four-chord progression which begins the first movement is inspired in part by African popular music, and in part by
the pentatonic 'slendro’ scale of Indonesian gamelan music. The second movement contains a series of episodes featuring various
instruments of the quartet; the central section suggests the rhythmic, repetitive bamboo gamelan music of Western Bali. The third
movement is an evocation of the Pacific Ocean at sunset, seen from a high promontory on the Sonoma Coast of California in
December 1991. As the sun descended, the waves became innumerable shifting, sparkling points of reflected golden light,
resembling schools of leaping dolphins, and extending off into the horizon. The brief and elegiac coda recalls material from the first
two movements.

String Quartet no.2 (1998)

String Quartet no. 2 is a one-movement piece without extra-musical references. The opening is both melodic and repetitive: a kind
of static, obsessive phrase in the first violin, chromatic but featuring major seconds and minor thirds. Mood and emotion are the
focus of the piece, in a number of contrasting sections. When the opening phrase returns, it has expanded its range, and is now
shared amongst the players.
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